
Who We Are
The Ontario Public School Boards’ Association (OPSBA) 
represents English public district school boards and 
public school authorities across Ontario, which together 
serve more than 1.3 million public elementary and 
secondary students.

The Association advocates on behalf of the best interests 
and needs of the public school system in Ontario.

OPSBA is seen as the expert voice of public education 
in Ontario and is routinely called on by the provincial 
government for input and advice on legislation and the 
impact of government policy directions.

MISSION
The Ontario Public School Boards’ Association 
(OPSBA) advocates for public education 
in Ontario.

VISION
OPSBA will be public education’s expert voice, 
promoting a high-quality system, focused on 
improving every student’s success and well-being.

VALUES
OPSBA operates by the following 
guiding principles:

• Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion

• Truth and Reconciliation

• Valuing Student Voice

• Quality and Innovation

• Environmental Stewardship, Good Governance, 
Accountability, Collaboration, and Integrity
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Trustees are of the community,  
by the community and for the community

How do trustees support students and parents/guardians?
School board trustees establish the board vision, develop 
policies, allocate resources, and set the goals that lay the 
foundation driving programs and operations in the board. 
Collectively, they create a multi-year strategic plan for 
student achievement and well-being and recruit and 
monitor the performance of the Director of Education 
to ensure goals are met. 

Trustees maintain focus on student achievement 
and well-being, and bring the concerns of 
parents, students and supporters of the 
board to the attention of the board.

Trustees are the oldest form 
of elected representation in 
Ontario, with the office being 
in existence since 1807.

Most trustees are elected every four years at the same time as municipal and 
school board elections. Many boards now also include the important voice  
of an Indigenous school board trustee from a First Nation(s) in relationship with 
the school board. 

There are also Hospital Boards/School Authority Trustees that are  
appointed by the Minister of Education. 

Student Trustees are secondary students elected by their peers to  
represent the voice of students at the board table.

Trustees are members of 
the district school board 
or authority and are the 
representatives of the public, 
and are the community’s 
advocates for public 
education. 

DID YOU KNOW…
The Kindergarten- 

Grade 12 education  sector is the second- 
largest recipient of 
provincial funding,  

after healthcare.


